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         Base Commander                                                                      District Commander  

       Tommy Richardson                                                                    Jerry Stout 

Palmetto Base Officers 

Vice Commander:  Brian Steffen  

Treasurer:  Russ “Pappy” Cline  

Chaplain:  Mark Basnight  

Webmaster:  Mark Basnight 

Secretary:  Randy Browning  

Chief of the Boat:  Jim “Snake” Stark  

Storekeeper:  Brian Steffen   

Events Chair:  Allen “Buzz” Danielson 

Members

Charbonneau, James L. 

Charbonneau, Tracy R. 

Cline, Judy 

Eggleston, Donald W. 

Friend, Ronald 

Friend, Charlotte 

Galloway, Julian 

Gawronski, Joseph E. 

Geiger, Joseph L 

Harris, Glenn E. 

Hilton, Stoney 

House, Michael 

Kint, Jim W. 

Kirby, James N 

Kokolis, George 

Krause, John J. 

Lane, Harold R. 

Lindler, William M. 

Mcvicker, Eddie 

Miller, Robert C. 

Morgan, Mark 

O'Brien, Thomas J 

Richardson, Rebecca 

Sanders, Sam 

Schneeberg, Ted R. 

Scott, James P. 

Snell, Leonard M. 

Solis, John 

Spradlin, Louis E. 

Wagner, Jeffrey M. 

OUR CREED: To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 

 their country. That their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward  

greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its constitution. 

 

 

                                                    Base   Commander – Ron Friend 
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC. 
Palmetto Base 

 

May Birthdays 

Brian Steffen – May 3rd 

Glenn Harris – May 7th 

Dick Lane – May 12th 

Mark Basnight – May 15th 

Russ Cline – May 24th 

 

Minutes – April 21, 2009 

 Meeting called to order. 

 Eleven members and three guests were present.  

 Treasury has $1,808.51.  

 May 9th is the Poultry Festival in Leesburg.  Must be there a 8:30 AM 

 Massing of the Colors at the Scottish Right at 1:00 PM Sunday, April 26th. 

 Tommy informed the group that he has received two propane tanks for our new 
submarine. 

 Discussed eliciting corporate donations for the parade season. 

 Discussed a possible “Keel Laying” party. 

 Discussed the Stolen Valor Act of 2005 concerning individuals who falsely claim and 
wear awards for valor and the negative impact it has on veterans.   

 Tom O’Brien is being inducted into the Holland Club at the Charleston Base. 

 Next meeting is May 19th at 7:00 PM (6:00 PM social). 

Attendees

Browning, Randy 

Danielson, Allen 

Daniel, Linda 

Eggleston, Donald W. 

Kokolis, George 

Miller, Robert C. 

Mcvicker, Eddie 

Morgan, Mark 

Richardson, Rebecca 

Richardson, Tommy 

Stark, Jim 

Steffen, Brian 

Berkey, Milt 

Nix, Dean

 

Randy Browning, Secretary 
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DEALEY, SAMUEL DAVID 

CITATION: 

Rank and organization:  Commander, U.S. Navy.  Born:  13 September 1906, Dallas, Tex.  Appointed 
from: Texas.  Other Navy awards:  Navy Cross with 3 Gold Stars, Silver Star Medal. Citation:  For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as 
Commanding Officer of the U.S.S. Harder during her 5th War Patrol in Japanese-controlled waters.  
Floodlighted by a bright moon and disclosed to an enemy destroyer escort which bore down with intent 
to attack, Comdr. Dealey quickly dived to periscope depth and waited for the pursuer to close range, 
then opened fire, sending the target and all aboard down in flames with his third torpedo.  Plunging 
deep to avoid fierce depth charges, he again surfaced and, within 9 minutes after sighting another 
destroyer, had sent the enemy down tail first with a hit directly amidship. Evading detection, he 
penetrated the confined waters off Tawi Tawi with the Japanese Fleet base 6 miles away and scored 
death blows on 2 patrolling destroyers in quick succession.  With his ship heeled over by concussion 
from the first exploding target and the second vessel nose-diving in a blinding detonation, he cleared the 
area at high speed.  Sighted by a large hostile fleet force on the following day, he swung his bow toward 
the lead destroyer for another "down-the-throat" shot, fired 3 bow tubes and promptly crash-dived to 
be terrifically rocked seconds later by the exploding ship as the Harder passed beneath.  This remarkable 
record of 5 vital Japanese destroyers sunk in 5 short-range torpedo attacks attests the valiant fighting 
spirit of Comdr. Dealey and his indomitable command.  
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Little Known Facts about the Submarine 

 John Philip Holland built several submarines before the USS Holland, which became the first undersea 
craft commissioned by the U.S. Navy. The Holland was accepted on April 11, 1900 for a price of $150,000. 
Today's nuclear powered submarines cost in excess of $30,000,000 exclusive of the power plant. 

 The first boat known to have been navigated under water was built in 1620 by a Dutchman, Cornelius Van 
Drebbel. Van Drebbel is said to have developed a chemical which would purify the air and allow the crew 
to stay submerged for extended periods.  

 Alexander the Great (356 to 323 B.C.) ruler of Macedonian and conqueror of the known world in his time, 
is the first person known to have descended into the sea in a vessel of any kind. 

 Over three hundred years ago, Mother Shipton, famous English prophetess, predicted the coming of the 
submarine when writing, "under water men shall walk, shall ride, shall sleep, shall talk." 

 Records of attempts to utilize submarine warfare go back to the earliest writings in history. Herodotus 
(460 B.C.), Aristotle (332 B.C.) and Pliny, the elder, (77 A.D.) mention determined attempts to build 
submersibles.  

 Interests in submarines extends to royalty and presidents. The King of England and the King and Queen of 
Spain are among those who have made submerged cruises in submarines. As a result of a trip in an early 
United States submarine, President "Teddy" Roosevelt ordered extra compensation for personnel serving 
in the "Silent Service." President Harry Truman made a 440 foot dive in a captured German submarine. 
The first President to cruise aboard a nuclear submarine was President Eisenhower who rode the USS 
SEAWOLF out of Newport, Rhode Island on September 26, 1957. 

 Dollar for dollar and man for man, the submarine is the country's most economical weapon. Comprising 
only 1.6 percent of the Navy's World War II personnel, the submarine service accounted for 55 percent of 
all enemy shipping destroyed. 

 Leonardo da Vinci, the Florentine Renaissance inventor and artist, developed plans for an underwater 
warship but kept them secret. He was afraid that it would make war even more frightful than it already 
was. 

 Many instances of submarines being 'caught' by fishing vessels are on record. The NAUTILUS, world's first 
nuclear powered vessel, was caught in a fish net and towed the fishing vessel several miles before the 
situation was cleared up. There is one instance of a submarine being captured by an abandoned balloon, 
and on another occasion a submarine rescued a blimp and towed it to safety. 

 A church in Kyoto, Japan calls its congregation to worship with a bell from a submarine. The bell, from the 
submarine USS RAY was purchased for the church, and was transported to Yokosuka, Japan by another 
submarine, the USS RONQUIL. 

 For entertainment on U.S. submarines movies, television, ice cream machines and stereo music players 
are available. The USS SEAWOLF also had an electronic organ. There have been instances of boxing 
matches held onboard, and the crew of one submarine had a kite flying contest from an anchored 
submarine. 

 Modern submarines can travel faster submerged than they can on the surface. They can fully submerge in 
less than a minute. 

 Robert Fulton, inventor of the steamboat, was an avid submarine enthusiast. He built several submersible 
warships, one of which was known as the Nautilus. 

 The rig for dive in a modern submarine requires the crew conduct more than 225 individual and 
operational checks. 

 The submarine was not generally recognized as a legitimate instrument of warfare until the Civil War. 

 Only the cream of Navy manpower is considered acceptable for submarine service. Volunteer applicants 
are given exhaustive physical and psychological screening before being accepted for training. Those who 
make the grade are trained in the Submarine School at New London and aboard operating submarines. 
After graduation from the Submarine School and actual service in submarines, those who pass all tests 
may wear the Dolphins, insignia of the submarine service. 
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 Both nuclear and modern diesel powered submarine are now equipped with a breathing device known as 
a snorkel, which permits the vessel to draw fresh air from the surface while running submerged. 

 One of the first women to submerge in a submarine is believed to have been Clara Barton, founder of the 
American Red Cross. 

 Submarines have been invented which have been propelled by cars, sails, treadles, hand operated screws, 
clockwork, springs, steam stored in tubes, chemical engines, compressed air, stored gases, electric 
motors, and nuclear power. 

 In clear water, a submerged submarine can be spotted from the air at depths up to 100 feet. 

 The self-propelled torpedo, which gets its name from the eel TORPEDO ELECTRICUS, was invented by 
Robert Whitehead in 1868, a number of years before a practical submarine was developed. 

 Insignia of the Navy's submarine service is a submarine flanked by two dolphins. Dolphins, or porpoises, 
the traditional attendants to Poseidon, Greek God of the Sea and patron deity of sailors, are symbolic of a 
calm sea, and are sometimes called the 'sailors' friend. In addition to the Dolphins, those World War II 
submariners who participated in successful combat patrols may wear the coveted Submarine Combat 
Insignia. 

 The first submarine which actually sank another enemy vessel under combat conditions was the CSS 
HUNLEY built during the Civil War. The Union frigate HOUSATONIC on blockade station off Charleston, S. 
C. was the victim. The incident occurred on February 17, 1864. 

 Traditionally, United States submarines have been named after fish and other marine creatures. One 
exception was the Navy's first submarine HOLLAND which was named after its inventor, John Philip 
Holland. Today, ballistic missile submarines are named for famous American patriots, with the newest 
class, the OHIO class, named after states. The LOS ANGELES class of attack submarines are named for 
United States cities. 

 Records for enemy shipping sunk by U.S. submarines during World War II are held by two boats built by 
Electric Boat. The USS FLASHER sank 100,231 tons of Japanese shipping, while the USS TAUTOG holds the 
record for the most ships - 26. 

 Per cubic inch, there is more science packed into a submarine than into any other warship. Submariners 
say 'There is room for everything aboard a submarine except a mistake.' 

 In 1921, a United States submarine, the R-14, having run out of fuel at sea, rigged sails from blankets, 
hammocks, curtain rods and the ramrod of a 3-inch gun, and sailed 100 miles to port at a speed of two 
knots. 

 More decorations for valor have been awarded, per man, to the submarine service than any other Navy 
Branch. 

 Habitability is heavily stressed in the construction of modern submarines. Specially designed color 
schemes, mechanical conveniences, air conditioning, and the best chow in the Navy are supplied to make 
the vessels more livable. A full time staff is maintained by Electric Boat Division to work out 'human 
engineering' problems. 

 A typical modern submarine may require as many as 2,000 working drawings for the more than 7,000,000 
items used in its construction. Blueprints from these drawings if placed end to end would make a strip 250 
miles long. 

 The first periscope used by the United States Navy was not built for a submarine. The ironclad monitor 
OSAGE utilized a periscope to discover a Confederate cavalry unit taking cover behind the high banks of 
the Red River in Arkansas. 

 In World War II the Germans lost 782 submarines, the Japanese lost 130, and the United States lost only 
52 submarines. Twenty-three of the Japanese subs lost were victims of the American Submarine Service. 

 Submarine tenders, or 'mother ships' of the U.S. Navy usually bear the names of characters of mythology, 
the names of submarine inventors, or the names of persons who have made contributions to the 
Submarine Service. 

 A submarine, the TURTLE, was employed by the American revolutionary army to attack the British. It was 
built by David Bushnell at Saybrook, Connecticut, just a few miles from the present site of Electric Boat 
Division of the General Dynamics Corporation, and the U.S. naval Submarine Base. 
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 George Washington Endorsed the use of the first American submarine, David Bushnell's TURTLE, during 
the Revolution. Following the vessel's attack on a British man-of-war, he discussed the potential use of 
submarines in a letter to Thomas Jefferson. 

 USS GEORGE WASHINGTON, the world's first ballistic missile nuclear powered submarine, constructed in 
record time, set a record of its own by remaining submerged 67 days on its initial Polaris missile deterrent 
patrol in the Atlantic. 

 Nautilus has long been a popular name for a submarine. Some of the more famous of these are Robert 
Fulton's NAUTILUS (1800), Jules Verne's fictional Nautilus, and the NAUTILUS of Sir Hubert Wilkins in 
which he attempted a voyage to the North Pole under the ice (1931). There have also been three U.S. 
submarines of that name, including the world's first nuclear powered submarine built by the Electric Boat 
Division. 

 Long considered a versatile and deadly instrument of war, the submarine has broadened her capabilities 
with the adoption of nuclear power. Today the submarine serves as a ballistic missile platform, early 
warning station, killer of surface and underwater vessels, scout, coastal raider troop transport, supply 
ship, mine layer, and seaplane tender. 

 The United States submarine USS TRITON was fitted with twin reactors and was considered the longest 
submarine ever built until the advent of the OHIO class. The TRITON was designed for a surface 
displacement of 5,900 tons. Large submarines of other countries have been the Japanese I-400 (5,220 
tons), and the French SURCOUF (2,880 tons). 

 The USS NAUTILUS was the first submarine with a satisfactory single plant that can be used for main 
propulsion both surfaced and submerged. 

 During their wartime operations submarines have engaged in some unusual maritime actions. One 
underseas craft slugged it out with the infantry and field artillery while other submarines destroyed a 
zeppelin, a bus, and a railroad train. 

 In their history, submarines were called by many names such as 'eel boats', 'plunging boats', 'devil divers', 
and 'pig boats'. Technically, and by size, the submarine is a ship, but it has been called a boat since its 
earliest days, and the term is steeped in tradition. Submariners almost invariably call their ships 'boats". 

 Among the 'first' that Electric Boat Division has introduced into American submarines, have been the 
marine Diesel engine, the perfected use of the storage battery, the combination of battery and internal 
combustion engine, and the world's first adaptation of nuclear energy to propulsion in the USS NAUTILUS. 

 The USS SEAWOLF join the Electric Boat built USS NAUTILUS and SKATE in writing new chapters in the 
achievements of man when the nuclear powered submarine came to the surface at 11:45 a.m. on October 
6, 1958 after being continuously submerged for 60 days. 

 Probably the most expensive ballast ever carried by a ship was two tons of gold and eighteen tons of silver 
pesos carried by the U.S. submarine TROUT while on a trip from Corregidor to Pearl Harbor early in World 
War II. 

 The USS NAUTILUS steamed 60,000 miles on a lump of Uranium the size of a golf ball. A diesel powered 
submarine would have required 3,000,000 gallons or 300 railway tank cars of oil. 

 Two wives of Presidents of the United States have sponsored submarines. Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
christened the USS NAUTILUS, and Mrs. John F. Kennedy christened the USS LAFAYETTE. 

 A submarine often navigates by sound when submerged. Sound can travel 3,000 nautical mile or more 
through water. 

 On August 17, 1958, the USS SKATE circumnavigated the globe in about fifty minutes. The SKATE was at a 
radius of about two miles from the North Pole at the time, and the distance traveled in the 
circumnavigation was about twelve miles. 

 USS TRITON, the only American made twin reactor ship ever built, on May 10, 1960, completed the first 
totally submerged circumnavigation of the world when she followed the route of Ferdinand Magellan for 
36,000 miles during 84 days beneath the surface. 

 When the nuclear powered submarine USS SEADRAGON surfaced at the North Pole while charting the 
Northwest passage in August 1960, the crew organized a baseball game. Because of Polar time 
differences, when a batter clouted a home run it would land in either the next day or in 'yesterday'. 
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 The USS SKIPJACK was the first submarine designed from the keel up for top underwater performance 
using nuclear power. An earlier SKIPJACK was the first submarine to cross the Atlantic ocean under her 
own power (Newport, Rhode Island to Ponta Delgada, Azores, in 1917). 

 Coronation ceremonies of Emperor Alexander II of Russia in 1855 were enlivened by a submarine concert. 
Wilhelm Bauer, a Bavarian inventor, took three musicians under the waters of Kronstadt Harbor in a 
submarine he had built, where they played appropriate music during the coronation. The music was 
distinctly heard on the surface. 

 United States Submarines destroyed a total of 1314 Japanese ships during World War II, including one 
battleship, eight aircraft carriers, fifteen cruisers, forty-two destroyers, and twenty-three submarines. 
Against this score, fifty-two U.S. Submarines were lost. 

 The USS SKATE (SSN 578) was the first vessel ever to surface at the North Pole, when on March 17, 1959 
she surfaced there to conduct memorial services for the renowned Arctic explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins. 

 USS SKATE and USS SEADRAGON, after affecting a historic rendezvous under the ice, surfaced together at 
the North Pole through an opening in the ice on August 1962. 

 The first diesel engines built by Electric Boat for submarines were installed (1913) in the USS NAUTILUS 
and SEAWOLF, namesakes of the first nuclear powered submarines, also built by Electric Boat. 

 The USS NAUTILUS made history by cruising submerged from the pacific to the Atlantic Ocean, passing 
under the North Pole at 11:15 p.m. EDST on August 3, 1958. 
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ADDRESS TO THE DELEGATES 

On September 17, 1787, a letter from Benjamin Franklin was read by James Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, after which the Constitution was signed and offered for ratification by the states. 

“I confess that I do not entirely approve of this Constitution at present, but Sir, I am not sure I 
shall never approve it: For having lived long, I have experienced many Instances of being 
oblig’d, by better Information of fuller Consideration, to change Opinion s even on important 
Subjects, which I once thought right, but found to be otherwise. It is therefore that the older I 
grow the more apt I am to doubt my own Judgment and to pay more Respect and Judgment of 
others.  Most Men indeed as well as most Sects in Religion, think themselves in Possession of all 
Truth, and that wherever others differ from them it is so far Error, Steele, a Protestant, in a 
Dedication tells the Pope, that the only Difference between our two Churches in their opinions 
of the certainty of their Doctrine, is, the Roman Church is infallible, and the Church of England is 
never in the wrong. But tho’ many private Persons think almost as highly of their own 
Infallibility, as of that of the Sect, few express it so naturally as a certain French lady, who in a 
little Dispute with her Sister, said, I don’t know how it happens, Sister, but I meet with no body 
but myself that’s always in the right.  Il n’y a que moi qui a roujours raison. 

 

In these Sentiments, Sir, I aggress to this Constitution, with all its Faults, if they are such: 
because I think a General Government necessary for us, an there is no Form of Government but 
what may be a Blessing to the People if well administered: and I believe farther that this is likely 
to be well administered for a Course of Years, and can only end in Despotism and other Forms 
have done before it, when the People shall become so corrupted as to need Despotic 
Government, being incapable of any other. I doubt too whether any other Convention we can 
obtain, may be able to make a better Constitution: For when you assemble a Number of Men to 
have the Advantage of their joint Wisdom, you inevitably assemble with those Men, all their 
Prejudices, their Passions, their Errors of Opinion, their local Interests, and their selfish Views.  
From such an Assembly can a perfect Production be expected?  It therefore astonishes me, Sir, 
to find this System approaching so near to Perfection as it does: an I think it will astonish our 
Enemies, who are waiting with Confidence to hear that our Councils are confounded, like those 
of the Builders of Babel, and that our States are on the Point of Separation, only to meet 
hereafter for the Purpose of cutting on another’s Throats. Thus I consent, Sir, to this 
Constitution because I expect no better, and because I am not sure that it is not the best. The 
Opinions I have had of its Errors, I sacrifice to the Public Good. I have never whisper’d a Syllable 
of them abroad. Within these Walls they were born, & here they shall die. If every one of use in 
returning to our Constituents were to report the Objections he has had to it, and endeavor to 
gain Partizans in support of them, we might prevent its being generally received, and thereby 
lose all the salutary Effects & great Advantages resulting naturally in our favor among foreign 
Nations, as well as among ourselves, from our real or apparent Unanimity. Much of the 
Strength and Efficiency of any, Government in procuring & securing Happiness to the People 
depends on Opinion, on the general Opinion  of the Goodness of the Government as well of the 
Wisdom & Integrity of it Governors. I hope therefore that for our own Sakes, as a Part of 
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recommending this Constitution, wherever our Influence may extend, and turn or future 
Thoughts and Endeavors to the Means of having it well administered. – 

On the whole, Sir, I can not help expressing a Wish, that every Member of the Convention, who 
may still have Objections to it, would with me on this Occasion doubt a little of his own 
Infallibility, and to make manifest of Unanimity, put his Name to this Instrument.-“ 
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USS Lagarto (SS-371)  

Lost on: 

5/3/1945  

Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 88 men near the Gulf of Siam. On her 

2nd war patrol, she is believed to have been lost to a radar equipped 

minelayer. This minelayer was sunk by the USS Hawkbill 2 weeks later.  

  

 

 Class: SS 285  

 Commissioned: 10/14/1944  

 Launched: 5/28/1944  

 Builder: Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co  

 Length: 312, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 10, #Enlisted: 71  

 Fate: Baya tried to contact Lagarto and she 

made no reply. Japanese records state that 

during the night of 3-4 May, mine layer 

Hatsutaka attacked a U.S. submarine in 

that location, it is presumed that Lagarto 

perished in battle with all hands. 85 men 

lost.  
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USS Scorpion (SSN-589)  

Lost on: 

5/22/1968  

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) was returning to Norfolk, VA from a 

Mediterranean deployment. On May 22,1968 she reported her position to 

be about 50 miles south of the Azores. Scorpion was never heard from 

again. The exact cause of her loss has never been determined.  

 

 

 

 Class: SSN 588  

 Commissioned: 7/29/1960  

 Launched: 12/29/1959  

 Builder: Electric Boat Co (General 

Dynamics)  
 Length: 252, Beam: 32  

 #Officers: 8, #Enlisted: 75  

 Fate: Shortly after midnight of 22 

May 1968,She indicated her 

position to be about 50 miles south 

of the Azores. Her last 

transmission ended at 0302. Six 

days later she was reported 

overdue at Norfolk. 99 men lost.  
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USS Squalus (SS-192)  

Lost on: 

5/23/1939  

USS Squalus suffered a catastrophic valve failure during a test dive off the 

Isle of Shoals. Partially flooded, the submarine sank to the bottom and 

came to rest keel down in 240 feet of water. Commander Charles Momsen 

and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 33 survivors using the 

diving bell he invented. 26 men drowned in the after compartments. Later 

Squalus was raised and recommissioned as the USS Sailfish. In an ironic 

turn of fate, Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carrier carrying surviving 

crew members from Sculpin, which had located Squalus in 1939. Only one 

of survived after spending the rest of the war as slave laborers in Japan.  

 
 

 

 Class: SS 188  

 Commissioned: 3/1/1939  

 Launched: 9/14/1938  

 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

 Length: 311, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 50  

 Fate: Sailfish was sold for scrapping to 

Luria Brothers of Philadelphia, PA. Her 

conning tower stands as a memorial to the 

lost crew of the USS Squalus at the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, 

ME. 
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USS Stickleback (SS-415)  

Lost on: 

5/30/1958  

Lost on May 30, 1958 when it sank off Hawaii while under tow after 

collision with USS Silverstein (DE-534). The entire crew was taken off 

prior to sinking.  

  

 

 Class: SS 285  

 Commissioned: 3/29/1945  

 Launched: 1/1/1945  

 Builder: Mare Island Navy Yard  

 Length: 312, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 10, #Enlisted: 71  

 Fate: She holed her port side. All crew were 

removed and efforts were made to save the 

submarine. Compartments flooded, but 

even with lines tied around her, she sank in 

1800 fathoms of water. 

 


